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ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION OPR: HEALTH SERVICES
NUMBER 603

AUTONOMY IN MENTAL HEALTH DECISIONS

I. GENERAL

This Alabama Department of Corrections (ADOC) Administrative Regulation (AR)
establishes the policies, procedures, and responsibilities to ensure that clinical
decisions for inmates within ADOC custody are made by qualified mental health
professionals.

II. POLICY

It is the policy of the ADOC to ensure that clinical decisions and actions regarding
mental health services provided to inmates within ADOC custody are solely the
responsibility of qualified mental health professionals without interference from other
staff while non-clinical considerations necessary to carry out clinical decisions are
made through cooperation and communication between clinical, security, and
operational staff.

II1. DEFINITIONS AND ACRONYMS

Qualified Mental Health Professional (QMHP): A psychiatrist, psychologist,
licensed professional counselor, mental health nurse practitioner, mental health social
worker, mental health nurse, or other clinician who, by virtue of their education,
credentials, and experiences, are permitted by law to evaluate and care for the mental
health needs of patients.

IVv. RESPONSIBILITIES

A. The ADOC Director of Mental Health Services is responsible for ensuring
oversight of the development of this AR.

B. The ADOC Director of Psychiatry is responsible for ensuring this AR is
consistent with relevant professional standards.
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The ADOC Regional Psychologists are responsible for oversight and monitoring
of the implementation of this AR.

The Warden (or designee) at each facility is responsible for ensuring that all
ADOC security staff at that facility receive training on the implementation of this
AR.

The Vendor Mental Health Program Director is responsible for ensuring that all
Vendor staff receives training on the implementation of this AR.

The Vendor Health Services Administrator and the Vendor Mental Health Site
Administrator at each facility are jointly responsible for ensuring that all Vendor
staff at that facility receive training on the implementation of this AR.

PROCEDURES

A.

All ADOC staff and Vendor staff will complete all required and applicable
trainings, which includes a unit on the importance of clinical autonomy in a
correctional setting, in accordance with AR 608, Staff Training in Mental Health.

All Vendor QMHPs will exercise clinical autonomy within the scope of their
applicable professional licensure and training when making decisions about
mental health services.

1.  Vendor QMHPs will make clinical decisions consistent with relevant
professional standards of care and judgment for the provision mental health
services in a correctional environment.

2. Vendor QMHPs will seek consultation with Vendor senior clinical leadership
when necessary.

The Vendor Mental Health Program Director (or designee) will ensure that
Vendor staff have timely access to consultation from Vendor clinical and
administrative leadership when necessary to assist with resolving potential
conflicts that impact clinical autonomy.

ADOC security staff and Vendor clinical staff will communicate effectively and
collaborate as necessary to ensure that clinical decisions are implemented in an
effective and safe manner.

ADOC security staff and ADOC operational staff will assist with implementing
clinical mental health services and decisions in a safe and professional manner.

All Vendor staff will recognize and follow all applicable ADOC regulations,
including those ARs related to facility security.
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VI DISPOSITION

Any forms used will be disposed of and retained according to the Departmental Records
Disposition Authority (RDA).

VIL. FORMS
There are no forms prescribed in this AR.

VIII. SUPERSEDES

This Administrative Regulation supersedes AR 603, Autonomy in Mental Health
Decisions, dated July 7, 2004, and any related changes.

IX. PERFORMANCE

A. Code of Alabama 1975 § 14-1-1.1 et seq.
B. Braggs v. Hamm, No. 2:14-cv-00601-MHT-JTA (M.D. Ala. filed June 17, 2014).

C. NATIONAL COMMISSION ON CORRECTIONAL HEALTH CARE, STANDARDS FOR
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES IN CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES (2015).

D. NATIONAL COMMISSION ON CORRECTIONAL HEALTH CARE, STANDARDS FOR

HEALTH SERVICES IN PRISONS (2018).

Johf Q Hamm
Commissioner
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